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Securing the Flank

The battle “Securing the Flank” near Caen, France, was part of the Allied efforts
during the Normandy Campaign of World War II in the summer of 1944. Following
the D-Day landings, the Allies sought to expand their beachheads and secure
strategic positions to enable further advances into German-occupied France.  The
fighting around Caen was marked by intense battles in open fields, villages, and
bocage (hedgerow) terrain, which slowed Allied progress and caused heavy
casualties. Despite these challenges, the Allies ultimately succeeded in securing the
area, paving the way for the liberation of Normandy and the advance toward Paris.

5 VP’s

Card Balance:
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Allies – 4

Axis – 5

Complexity:

3

Conditions: 

Countryside

Location:

France

Year:

1944

Theater:

Western

Campaign:

Normandy Invasion
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Summary:

Objectives:

5 VP’s, including two temporary Medal Objectives

Battlefield: 

The center of this battlefield has a range of hills facing a three hex town with a
Objective medal for the Allies. Control of the center will determine success in this
scenario.

Troops:

Allies – 9 Infantry, 4 Armor

Axis – 7 Infantry, 3 Armor, 1 Artillery

� Winning as Allies
1.  The Allies have a temporary medal objective in the town of Fontenay le Pesnel in
the top center section.  So grab the hilly ridge just below it, to launch the attack. As
you attack the Axis forces around the battle field, you can continue to push up into
the city, forcing the enemy to defend on multiple fronts.

2.  Your two infantry in the right section are open and undefended. Get them into
the forest hexes as soon as you can.  The Axis have a couple of armor stuck behind
hedgerows so you have a bit of time to secure your forces.

3.  Because of the enemy artillery, the left flank is your weak flank. The large open
countryside is dangerous territory for your troops to try to cross with the enemy
infantry sandbagged in the woods, combined with the artillery.
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� Winning as Axis
1.  Your armor in the lower left flank needs to get into action as soon as possible. It
will take one move just to move them into a position where they can respond to
enemy threats. Do that at your first opporunity.

2. Once you have your armor in place on the left flank, your next concern is your
right flank, which can become overwhelmed if the enemy is aggressive and has the
right set of cards.

3.  Move your artillery on your right flank forward when you can.  This will give you
2D attack on the front two hexes of the center hill.  This will mute the Axis attack
against your fortified infantry in the center.

4.  Protect the city of Fontenay le Pesnel.  Do not let the enemy troops get close
enough to hide in the city.  If they control two hexes, you lose the medal to them.
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